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(1) The knowledge, skill, intellectual 
curiosity, discipline, and motivation 
provided by a sound education in the 
arts and sciences requisite for contin-
ued professional and intellectual 
growth. 

(2) A highly developed sense of per-
sonal honor and professional ethics. 

(3) Professional and personal com-
mitment to the responsibilities of an 
officer for soldiers. 

(4) Selflessness. 
(5) The willing acceptance of respon-

sibility for personal actions and the ac-
tions of subordinates. 

(6) The initiative and good judgment 
to take appropriate action in the ab-
sence of instructions or supervision. 

(7) Physical and moral courage. 
(8) The physical strength, endurance, 

and conditioning habits required of a 
soldier. 

§ 575.2 Admission; general. 

(a) In one major respect, the require-
ments for admission to the United 
States Military Academy differ from 
the normal requirements for admission 
to a civilian college or university; each 
candidate must obtain an official nom-
ination to the Academy. The young 
person interested in going to West 
Point should, therefore, apply for a 
nomination from one of the persons au-
thorized to make nominations listed in 
§ 575.4. In the application, each prospec-
tive candidate should request a nomi-
nation to the United States Military 
Academy, and give residence, reasons 
for wanting to enter the Academy, and 
status of education and training. 

(b) A candidate’s mental qualifica-
tions for admission are determined by 
performance on one of the regularly ad-
ministered College Entrance Examina-
tion Board series of tests. The Military 
Academy will consider scores made on 
the tests which are offered in Decem-
ber, January, March, and May at more 
than 700 College Board Test Centers 
throughout the United States and 
abroad. In general, a center will be 
within 75 miles of the candidate’s 
home. Candidates register for the pre-
scribed tests in accordance with the 
regularly published instructions of the 
College Board and pay the required fee 
directly to the College Board. 

(c) The candidate’s physical quali-
fications are determined by a thorough 
medical examination and physical apti-
tude test. To qualify, a candidate must 
be in good health, have good vision and 
hearing, have no deformities, and have 
the physical strength, endurance, co-
ordination, and agility of active per-
sons in their late teens. The medical 
examination and physical aptitude 
tests are held at selected military in-
stallations throughout the country 
(and overseas) on the Thursday and 
Friday preceding the regularly sched-
uled March administration of the Col-
lege Board tests. 

§ 575.3 Appointments; sources of nomi-
nations. 

Admission to the Military Academy 
is gained by appointment to one of the 
cadetships authorized by law. Gradua-
tion of the senior class normally leaves 
about 915 vacancies each year. Can-
didates are nominated to qualify for 
these vacancies the year prior to ad-
mission. Those nominees appointed 
enter the Academy the following July 
and upon graduation are obligated to 
serve in the Army for a period of not 
less than 5 years. There are two major 
categories of nomination (Congres-
sional/Gubernatorial and Service-Con-
nected) and two minor categories (Fili-
pino and Foreign Cadets). Cadetships 
authorized at the Military Academy 
are allocated among various sources of 
nominations from the major categories 
as follows: 

Congressional/Gubernatorial 

Cadets at 
the Acad-

emy at any 
one time 

Vice President ................................................... 5 
100 Senators (5 each) ....................................... 500 
435 Representatives (5 each) ........................... 2,175 
Delegates in Congress from: 

District of Columbia .................................... 5 
Virgin Islands .............................................. 1 
Guam .......................................................... 1 

Governor/Residential Commissioner of Puerto 
Rico ................................................................ 6 

Governors of: 
Canal Zone ................................................. 1 
American Samoa ........................................ 1 

Service-Connected 
Annually Al-
located Ca-

detships 

Presidential ........................................................ 100 
Enlisted Members of the Regular Army ............ 85 
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